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NOMINEE List May 2023 – Winter-Spring MLC Window 

Winners and Wildcards (almost winners) will be revealed June 24. 

Categories with 3 nominees will have 1 winner (yellow) and one wildcard (blue) 

Categories with 4 nominees will have 1 winner and 2 wildcards 

Categories with 5 nominees will have 2 winners and 1 wildcard 

Categories will 6 nominees will have 2 winners and 2 wildcards. 

 

Best M-obster-Flavored Film 

Depth of Pyaar by Mukesh Asopa 

Fatwa by Pratik Gautam 

GIN by Jose Alberto Castillo 

Among the Willows by Jeffrey Smith 

The Last Stop by Joe Hawk 

Best L-atino-Flavored Film 

GIN by Jose Alberto Castillo 

FRONTERA by Martin Michiels 

Confini by Piero de Luca 

Best C-omedy-Flavored Film 

The Unbelieve-A-Bowl Schlatts by Allyson Marx 

A Stable Holiday by Jess Elfring-Roberts 

Friday Night Blind, docu short by Scott Krahn, Robb Fischer 

True Stories with Titles. Ep. 1 by Rob McLean 

The Good Brunch by Sophie Cohn 

 

Best Animated Film: 

Animated Life by Jason Love 

The Happy Statue by Tony Pham 

W.B.L. by William Guenfissi 
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Best Midwest-Made Short: 

Spark by Kyungmin Lee (Indiana) 

Up River by Fritzy (Wisconsin) 

The Veil by Nick Albaracin (Illinois) 

A Cloudy Moon by TJ Hill (Wisconsin) 

Friday Night Blind by Scott Krahn, Robb Fischer (Wisconsin) 

 

Best Midwest-Made Feature: 

Into the Valley by Stephen Folker  

Confessions of a Sailor by Kurt Krauss 

It Came From Somewhere by Steve Hermann, Ashley Hefner 

 

Best Western/Mob/Psycho Film: 

Los Angeles del Revolver by Martin Michiels 

Among the Willows by Jeffrey Smith 

All For A Filthy Star by Daniele Bertoli 

FRONTERA by Martin Michiels 

Shop at the Edge of Town by Cailin Tamplin 

 

Best Adventure – Fantasy – VFX Film:  

June by Dwayne Cameron 

Up River by Fritzy 

The Veil by Nick Albaracin 

Raven’s Last Phophecy by Maria Brenda 

Shop at the Edge of Town by Cailin Tamplin 

Jingle Hell by Sean Cruser 
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Best Series Episode: 

This is Paradise by Kareem J Mortimer, Henrietta Cartwright, Lavado Stubbs 

Cacio E Papa Ep. 3 by Aaron Rathbone 

True Stories with Titles. Ep. 1 by Rob McLean 

 

Best Original Idea in a Film 

Bugaloo by Peter McCarthy, Ben Conway 

DLC by Adaylia Tatyana Shiman 

The Service by Julie O’hora 

Friday Night Blind by Scott Krahn, Robb Fischer 

 

Best Alternate Reality Film 

SYOTOS by S. Edward Eastep 

It Came From Somewhere by Steve Hermann, Ashley Hefner 

Megaville – After Hours by Tim Curlis, Christian Skibinski 

Enter the Room by Harry Waldman 

 

Best Documentary: 

Dairyland by Taylor C. Pipes 

Da Union by William John Roach 

People of the Port: The Story of Milwaukee’s Jones Island by Claudia Looze 

Malpelo: Mountain of Sharks by Kevin Mannens 
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Best Actor – Lead Role: 

Scott Stewart for Spellbound 

 

Joseph Sernio for Loved 

 

Ryo Tajima for Homecoming Hitchhike 

 

Lau’rie Roach for Witnessed 

 

 

Best Actress – Lead Role: 

Maria Brenda (Raven’s Last Prophecy) 

 

Ruth Reynolds (After) 
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Lisa Bertoldo (Lindy Lou) 

 
 

Debby Gerber (Loved) 

 

 

Best Overall Film Score 

June by Dwayne Cameron 

Shop At the Edge of Town / Jeremy Oliveria 

It Came From Somewhere / Steve Hermann 

Fatwa / Sanjiv-Darshan 

 

Best Spanish Speaking Film 

FRONTERA by Martin Michiels 

GIN by Jose Alberto Castillo 

Los Angeles del Revolver by Martin Michiels 
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Best Song in a Film 

Distance / Blanca Sass 

W.B.L. / William Guenfissi 

Lindy Lou / Lisa Bertoldo 

Vital Vision (Kat’s Lament) / Garrett Brenneman 

 

 

 

Best Film Editing 

Bungaloo by Pater McCarthy, Ben Conway 

It Came From Somewhere by Steve Hermann, Ashley Hefner 

Vanquished by Ramesh Kumar 

Fatwa by Patrik Gautam 

Herman by Ira Childs, Lionel L Chapman 

 

Best Cinematography  

SYOTOS  by S. Edward Eastep 

June by Dwayne Cameron 

All For A Filthy Star by Daniele Bartoli 

Shop at the Edge of Town by Elijah Brune / Time Johns 

Was that a Yes? By Ray MacDonnacha 
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Promising/Young Actor/Actress: 

Tanaa Jones for Spark 

 

Annabelle Layland for Suzie, Meet Santa 

 

Ora Knapel for Give it back! 

 

Mackenzie Fouts in Among the Willows 
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Memorable M-obster (drama, crime…) Individual Performance 

Moe Dunford for Bugaloo 

 

Marshall Gluskin for Shop At The Edge of Town 

 

 

Joseph Sernio for Loved 

 

 

Memorable L-atino Flavored Individual Performance 

Gianpaolo Gentile for All For A Filthy Star 
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Maria Brenda for Raven’s Last Prophecy 

 

 

Mario Carneiro for The Last Stop 

 

 

 

Memorable C-omedic Individual Performance 

Teresa Moore for A Stable Holiday 

 
 

Aaron Rathbone – Cacio e Papa Ep. 3 
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Julie Zimmerman for The Unbelieve-A-Bowl Schlatts by Allyson Marx 

 
 

Outstanding Supporting Role Performance 

Magdalena Conway for It Came From Somewhere 

 

 
 

Marisa Foglia for The Veil 

 
 

John Schakel Jr for Confessions of a Sailor 
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Outstanding Ensemble Performance 

Aaron Hill and Elle Laesch in A Cloudy Moon 

 
 

Patrik Gautam and Shraddha Bhagat in Fatwa 

 
 

Jordan Schroeter and Melonie Gartner for The Rose of Sharon 

 
 

Strong Filmmaking Talent in a Film 

TJ Hill for A Cloudy Moon 

Tyler Smith for Among the Willows 

Kurt Krauss for Confessions of a Sailor 

Taylor C. Pipes for Dairyland 

 

Best Series Potential in a Film 

The Rose of Sharon by Jordan Schroeter 

FRONTERA by Martin Michiels 
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Herman by Ira Childs, Lionel L Chapman 

The Washerwoman by Obi Ejikeme 

Depth of Pyaar by Mukesh Asopa 

 

Outstanding SFX Work (creativity, resourcefulness with little...) 

The Veil by Nick Albaracin 

People of the Port: The Story of Milwaukee’s Jones Island / Anthony Wood 

True Stories with Titles. Ep. 1 by Rob McLean 

DLC by Adalya Shiman 

Production with Outstanding Voice/Narration Quality 

People of the Port: The Story of Milwaukee’s Jones Island 

Malpelo Mountain of Sharks  

True Stories with Titles. Ep. 1  

Castling / Nikica Cerkez 

Best MLC Jewel (musical, silent, experimental videos or films) 

Animated Life by Jason Love 

The Lonely Child Project by Stacie Dunlop, Angola Murdoch, Holly Treddenick 

W.B.L. by William Guenfissi 

My Ideas Turn Into Insects by Bill Richardson 

The echoes by Xin Shi 

Best Color Treatment in a Film 

June by Dwayne Cameron 

Suzie, Meet Santa by Kari Layland 

GIN by Jose Alberto Castillo 

Fatwa / Patrik Gautam 

Megaville – After Hours by Tim Curlis, Christian Skibinski 
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